EAST  INDIA  (COXSTITUTIOXAL  REFORMS— ROYAL  PROCLAMATION,  &c.). 


GOVEENMENT  OF   IXJ)TA  ACT,  J  919. 


Proclamatioti  of  His  Majesty  the  King-Emperor 
and  Resolution  of  the  Indian  Legislative 
Council  thereon,  with  His  Majesty's  Gracious 
Reply. 


9rr0rntri]  to  tiarliamrnt  tJj?  iTommaiia  of  ?t?i6  jtlairsty. 


L  O  N  D  O  N' : 


lUISTKD    AM'    l'llll,l>llKr>    l;V 


Ills     MA.IKSTY'S     STATIOXERY     OFFR'K. 

To  be  pui-cliascil  tlironirli  iiiiv  Bookseller  or  ilii-ectlv  fitim 
H.M.  STATIONKIO'  OFKlfK  at   tlie  followinir  u.idiv^scs  : 

Itii'KiEiAi,   Horsi:.   KiN<;s\VAV,  Lonimin.  W.C'.'J.  and 

2S,  AiiixiiKos  Stkkht,  Loxnox.  S.W.  1  ; 

HI,  Pktku  Strkkt,  ManiHKstki!  : 

1.  St.  AxniiKw's  ("rksckxt,  Cariukk; 

2.'!,   FoitTii  Sthkkt.  KDixiicmiii  : 
or  from   K.  PONSONHV,  Ln...  IK?,  Giiafton  Strkkt,  Dihi.ix. 

1920. 


[Ciud.  610.] 
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No.  1. 

A    I?OY\L    l'i:OCI,.\MATl(>N. 

GEORGE  THE  FIFTH,  By  tlie  Grace  of  Ood  of  the  Uuited  Kiugdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  of  the  Rritisli  Dominions  boj'ond 
the  Seas,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Emperor  of  India. 

To  JMy  Viceroy  and  Governor-General,  to  the  Princes  of  the  Indian  States, 
and  to  all  My  snbjects  in  India,  of  whatsoever  race  or  creed, 
Greeting. 

1.  Another  epoch  has  been  reached  today  in  the  annals  of  India.  I 
have  given  My  Koyal  Assent  to  an  Act  which  will  take  its  place  among  the 
great  historic  measures  passed  by  the  Parliament  of  tliis  Realm  for  the 
better  government  of  India  and  the  greater  contentment  of  her  people. 
The  Acts  of  1773  and  1784  were  designed  to  establisli  a  regular  system 
of  adnunistration  and  justice  imder  the  Honourable  ICast  India  Company. 
The  Act  of  1833  opened  the  door  for  Indians  to  pul)lic  oHice  and  employ- 
ment. The  Act  of  1858  transferreil  the  athninistration  from  the  Company 
to  the  Crown,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the  public  life  which  exists  in 
India  to-day.  The  Act  of  18(51  sowed  the  seed  of  representative  institu- 
tions, and  the  seed  was  (luicivcued  into  life  by  the  Act  of  1909.  The  Act 
which  has  now  become  law  entrusts  elected  representatives  of  the  people 
with  adeiinite  share  in  the  government  and  points  the  way  to  full  responsible 
government  hereafter.  If,  as  I  conlidently  hope,  the  policy  which  this  Act 
inaugurates  should  achieve  its  purpose,  the  results  will  he  momentous 
in  the  story  of  human  progress  ;  and  it  is  timely  and  litting  that  I  should 
invite  you  to-day  to  consider  the  i^ast  and  to  join  me  in  .My  hopes  of  the 
future. 

2.  Ever  since  the  welfare  of  India  was  confided  to  Us,  it  has  been  held 
as  a  sacred  trust  by  Our  Royal  House  and  Line.  In  1808  Queen  Victoria, 
of  revered  memory,  solemnly  declared  Herself  bound  to  Her  Indian  subjects 
by  the  same  obligations  of  duty  as  to  all  Her  other  subjects  ;  and  She 
assured  to  them  religious  freedom,  and  the  equal  and  impartial  protection 
of  the  Law.  In  His  message  to  the  Indian  people  in  190.3,  My  dear  Father, 
King  Edward  VIL,  announced  His  determination  to  maintain  unimpaired 
the  same  principles  of  humane  and  equitable  administration.  Again,  in  His 
Proclamation  of  1908,  he  renewed  the  assurances  which  had  l)een  given 
oO  years  before,  and  surveyed  the  progress  which  they  had  inspired.     On  ]My 

.Accession  to  the  Throne  in  1910,  1  sent  a  message  to  the  Princes  and 
peopl(>s  of  India,  acknowledging  their  loyalty  and  tlieir  homage,  and 
promising  that  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  India  should  always  be  to 
Me  of  the  highest  interest  and  concern.  In  the  following  year  1  visiteil 
India  with  the  Queen-Empress  and  testified  ily  sympathy  for  her  people 
and  My  desire  for  their  wellbeing. 

3.  While  these  are  the  sentiments  of  affection  and  devotion  by  which  I 
and  ily  predecessors  have  been  animated,  the  Parliament  and  the  people  of 
this  Realm  and  My  officers  in  India  have  been  equally  zealous  for  the 
moral  advancement  of  India.  We  have  endeavoured  to  giv(i  to  her  people 
the  many  blessings  which  Providence  has  bestowed  upon  ourselves.  But 
there  is  one  gift  which  yet  remains,  and  Avithout  which  the  progress  of  a 
country  cannot  be  consummated — the  right  of  her  people  to  direct  her 
alYairs  and  safeguard  her  interests.  The  defence  of  India  against  foreign 
aggression  is  a  duty  of  common  Imperial  interest  and  pride.  The  control 
of  her  domestic  concerns  is  a  burden  which  India  may  legitimately  aspire 
to  take  upon  her  own  shoulders.  The  burden  is  too  heavy  to  be  borne  in 
full  until  time  and  experience  have  brought  the  necessary  strength;  but 
(opportunity  will  now  be  given  for  experience  to  gi'ow  aiul  for  responsibility 
to  increase  with  the  capacity  for  its  fullilment. 

4.  I  have  watched  with  understanding  and  sympathy  the  growing 
desire  of  My  Indian  people  for  representative  institutions.  Starting  from 
small   beginnings,  this  ambition  has  steadilj'  strengthened  its  hold  upon 


the  intelligence  of  tlie  country.  It  has  pursued  its  coiir;3e  along  consti- 
tutional channels  with  sincerity  antl  courage.  It  has  survived  the  discredit 
which  at  times  and  in  places  lawless  men  sought  to  cast  upon  it  by  acts  of 
violence  committed  imder  the  guise  of  patriotism.  It  has  been  stirred  to 
inore  vigorous  life  by  the  ideals  for  which  the  Jiritish  Commonwealth  fought 
in  the  Great  War,  and  it  claims  sui)p(irl  in  the  part  which  India  has  taken  in 
our  common  struggles,  anxieties  and  victories.  In  truth,  the  desire  after 
political  responsibility  has  its  source  at  the  root  of  the  British  connection 
with  India,  it  has  sprung  inevitably  fri.«m  the  deeper  and  wider  studies  of 
human  thmight  and  history  which  that  comiection  has  opened  to  the  Indian 
people.  Without  it  the  work  of  the  British  in  India  would  have  been 
incomplete.  It  w-is  therefore  with  a  wise  judgment  tliat  the  beginnings  of 
representative  institutions  were  laid  many  years  ago.  Their  scope  has  been 
extended  stage  by  stage  luitil  there  now  lies  before  us  a  definite  step  on  the 
road  to  responsible  government. 

5.  With  the  same  sympathy  and  with  reiloubled  interest  i  shall  watch 
the  progress  along  this  road,  '['ha  path  will  not  be  easy,  antl  in  the  march 
towards  tlie  goal  there  will  be  need  of  perseverance  and  of  mutual  forbair- 
auce  between  all  sections  and  race.s  of  My  people  in  India.  I  am  confident 
that  tlioso  high  qualities  will  Ije  hn'thcomiug.  I  rely  on  the  new  popular 
assemblies  to  interpret  wisely  the  wishes  of  those  whom  they  represent, 
and  not  to  forget  the  interests  of  the  masses  who  cannot  yet  be  admitted 
to  the  Franchise.  I  rely  on  the  leaders  of  the  people,  the  .Ministers  of  the 
future,  to  face  responsibility  and  endure  misrepresentation,  to  sacrifice 
much  for  the  conunon  interest  of  the  State,  rsmcndjering  that  true 
patriotism  transcends  party  and  conmiunal  boundaries;  and  wliile  retaining 
the  confidence  of  the  legislatures  to  co-operate  with  My  ollicers  for  the 
common  good  in  sinking  mussential  differences  and  in  maintaining  the 
essential  standards  of  a  just  and  generous  government.  Equallv  do  1  rely 
upon  My  officers  to  respect  their  new  colleagues  ami  to  work  with  them  in 
harmony  and  kindliness  ;  to  assist  the  people  and  their  representatives  in 
an  orderly  advance  towards  free  institutions  ;  and  to  find  in  these  new  tasks 
a  fresh  opportunity  to  fulfill,  as  in  the  past,  their  highest  purpose  of 
faithful  service  to  My  peo2)lc. 

6.  It  is  My  earnest  desire  at  this  time  that,  so  far  a--  [Hissilde,  any  ira<" 
of  bitterness  between  My  people  and  those  who  are  responsible  lor  .My 
government  should  be  obliterated.  Let  those  who,  in  their  eagerness  for 
political  progress,  have  broken  the  law  in  the  past  respect  it  in  the  future. 
Let  it  become  possiI)le  for  those  who  are  chargtid  with  the  nuiintenauce  of 
peaceful  and  orderly  government  to  forget  the  extravagances  which  they 
have  had  to  curb.  A  new  era  is  (jpeninj^.  Let  it  begin  with  a  common 
determination  among  My  people  and  .My  ollicers  to  work  together  for  a 
common  purpose.  I  therefore  direct  My  Viceroy  to  exercise,  in  My  name 
and  on  My  behali',  .\ly  Koyal  clemency  to  ptditical  olfenilers,  in  the  fullest 
measure  which  in  his  judgment  is  compatible  with  the  public  safety.  I 
desire  him  to  extend  it,  on  this  condition,  to  persons  who,  for  olVences 
against  the  State  or  under  any  special  or  emergency  legislation,  are 
suffering  imprisonment  or  restrictions  upon  their  lii)erty.  I  trust  that 
this  leniency  will  be  justified  by  the  future  conduct  of  those  whom  it 
benefits,  and  tliat  all  ^ly  subjects  will  so  demean  tluMuselves  as  to  render  it 
imnecessary  to  enforce  th(?  laws  for  such  otTenccs  hereafter. 

7.  Simultaneously  with  the  new  constitution  in  British  Imlia,  I  have 
gladly  assented  1o  the  establishment  of  a  Chandu-r  of  Princes.  1  trust 
that  its  counsels  may  be  fruitful  of  lasting  good  to  the  Princes  and  States 
themselves,  may  advaiu-e  the  inter-'sts  which  are  conunon  to  their  torritorie.s 
and  to  British  India,  and  may  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  luupire  as  a  whole. 
1  take  the  occasion  again  to  assure  the  Princes  of  India  of  .My  detcrmiuatiun 
ever  to  maintain  unimpaired  their  privileges,  rights  anil  dignities. 

'  8.  It  is  My  intention  to  send  My  dear  son,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  U) 
India  next  winter  to  inaugiiratt' on  My  l>ehalf  the  new  ('handier  t)f  Priiu-es 
and  the  new  constitution  in  Pritish  India.  .May  he  find  mutual  goodwill 
anil  confidence  prevailing  among  those  on  whom  will  rest  the  future  service 
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of  the  country,  so  that  success  may  crown  tlieir  lalxmrs  aiul  pro,e;res.sive 
enllghtemncnt  atteml  iheir  administration.  And  witli  all  My  people  I  pray 
to  Almighty  God  that  by  His  wisdoui  and  under  His  guidance  Inilia  may  be 
led  to  greater  prosperity  and  contentment,  and  may  grow  to  the  fullness  of 


political  freedom. 


GEORGE,  i;.r. 


No.  2. 

l\l::soi,rTION    INAMMOUSLV    AIXM'TKll    l!V    TIIK    I.\l)l\N    LeGISI.AT1\  K    C'oUNCIL, 

1st  Febuuaky  1920. 

That  this  Council  begs  leave  to  tender  to  His  Most  Gracious  Majesty 
the  King-Emperor  its  dutiful  homage  and  loyal  devotion  and  to  express  its 
sense  of  profound  gratefuluess  for  the  Royal  Proclamation  issued  b\'  His 
Majesty  on  the  memorable  occasion  of  his  having  given  his  Royal  assent  to 
the  Government  of  Intlia  Bill,  declaring,  as  the  rroclamation  does,  noble 
and  lofty  principles  of  government  which  are  to  guide  in  future  tlie  policy 
of  His  Jlajesty's  oilicers  to  enable  the  Indian  nation  to  attain  lull  resitonsible 
government  and  full  political  freedom  as  an  equal  member  of  the  British 
(Commonwealth. 


No.  3. 

EitoM    I  HE  Sixrktai;y  of  State  fok  India  to  the  N'kerov, 
Home  r)EPARTMENT,  25th  Feuularv  1920. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Vour  telegram  dated  the  2nd  February  conveying  the  Resolution 
iinanimouslj'  adopted  by  the  Indian  J>egislative  Council  at  the  meeting  1st 
Februarj'  with  an  account  of  the  proceedings  has  been  submitted  to  the 
King.  His  Majesty  has  received  their  loyal  resolution  with  deep  appreciation, 
and  connnands  me  to  request  Your  Excellence'  to  infurni  the  Council 
accordingly. 
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